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Radio operators report for duty

1st Sgt. Cedric Gaskin

A self-made historian in Burlington County

DAVID GARRETT / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Amateur historian Dennis Weaver stands by the DVD he made
about a historic house.

And now, he has 
been recognized for 
his research.

By Danielle Camilli
Staff writer

dcamilli@phillyBurbs.com

MAPLE SHADE — Dennis
Weaver was never much of a local
history buff, but when he bought
his home almost 10 years ago, his
interest was piqued.  

While all the real estate docu-
ments said the Barlow Bungalow
was built in 1940, Weaver had
evidence that it was much older.
A trip to the County Clerk’s
Office to investigate the house
began a new hobby: historic
research and preservation. 

“I’ve been deeply involved in
the history of Maple Shade since
then,” he said. 

The Burlington County Board
of Freeholders honored Weaver
recently with a
historic preser-
vation award
for two of his
projects. His
short book,
“Moorestown
— Out in the
County, The
1940s & 1950s
Airport Road
Area,” and his
DVD
slideshow,
“200th
Anniversary of
a 21st
Birthday,”
about the histo-
ry of the his-
toric Collins
Lane house in
Maple Shade, were among sever-

al projects around the county to
be recognized.

The book focuses on the histo-
ry of the old Moorestown Airport,
located on what is now Westfield
Road. Weaver learned it was the
second oldest airport in New
Jersey and closed in the 1960s.

Much of his research was done
by interviewing longtime resi-
dents, including area farmers, and
researching old newspapers on
microfilm, he said. 

“When they built Moorestown
High School, it basically inter-
fered with the runways of the air-
port and it was closed a short
time later,” said Weaver, whose
mother grew up on Airport Road.  

He said he worked on the
book for a couple of years and
had to reprint it after the first
edition. “It jogged a lot of peo-
ple’s memories and then I had
some corrections to make,” he

said with a laugh. 
The Collins Lane house DVD

was put together over a few days last
year. Weaver said he had long
known the history of the house,
which is said to include one of only
two stone silos left in the state. 

The DVD celebrates the histo-
ry of the Burrough family, dating
back to 1793. 

Samuel Burrough of Evesham
rented the house out until his
son’s 21st birthday in August
1808. The young man was then
given the Maple Shade plantation
and another in Cherry Hill,
Weaver said. 

A portion of the rent from the
previous years helped with the
building of the Cropwell Friends
Meetinghouse, which celebrated
its 200th anniversary Saturday. 

Weaver said Maple Shade

See WEAVER, Page B5

Fit to be
honored
Pemberton Township’s
JROTC instructor receives
national recognition.

By Mark Zimmaro
Staff writer

mzimmaro@phillyBurbs.com

PEMBERTON TOWNSHIP — As
an Army instructor for the Junior
Reserve Officer Training Corps, 1st
Sgt. Cedric Gaskin is used to giving
orders.

But when it comes to awards,
Gaskin is accustomed to being on the
receiving end.

Gaskin recently received the
President’s Council on Physical
Fitness and Sports 2009 Community
Leadership Award for his work with
the JROTC at the township school
district.

The award is given annually to
people who improve the lives of indi-
viduals in their communities by pro-
viding opportunities to engage in
sports, physical activities or fitness-
related programs. Gaskin was hon-
ored for his work with the JROTC
color guard, drill, raider and rifle
teams.

“We are honored to present this
award to 1st Sgt. Gaskin,” said
Penelope Slade-Sawyer, acting execu-
tive director of the fitness and sports
council. “Physical activity and sports
participation are an important part of
living a healthy, more active life, and
we are pleased to recognize individu-
als like Gaskin who are committed to
making a difference and influencing
the health of their communities.”

Gaskin was one of 16 people
nationwide to receive the award.
Under his watch, the drill and raider
teams achieved national recognition
during the school year.

“We are fortunate to have 1st Sgt.
Gaskin working with the JROTC,”
Principal Richard Nolan said. “He is
an outstanding role model for all of
our students, and we hope he contin-
ues his work at Pemberton Township
High School for a very long time to
come.” 

Wrightstown
wants grant
to add onto
firehouse

By Mark Zimmaro
Staff writer

mzimmaro@phillyBurbs.com

WRIGHTSTOWN — The borough
is hoping to add on to its newly opened
firehouse on Saylor’s Pond Road.

The borough is seeking an
Assistance to Firefighters Fire Station
Construction Grant in the amount of
$942,700 from the Department of
Homeland Security to install compo-
nents that were included in the original
design of the Wrightstown Firehouse
but were left out because of costs at the
time of construction.

If approved, the grant money would
pay for a 3,200 square-foot addition to
the $1.18 million firehouse that opened
in March. It would include carbon diox-
ide detectors, a decontamination area,
gender-segregated sleeping areas and
bathrooms, energy conservation sys-
tems, and storage.

Councilman Costic Michael
Borsavage said the borough is hoping to
claim a piece of the $210 million stimu-
lus that Congress has appropriated for
the 2009 fiscal year. The grant would be
at no cost to residents. Borsavage said
Wrightstown’s chances are slim since
$30 billion in requests are expected
nationwide and only about 100 projects
will be approved, or an average of two
per state.

“If you don’t put your line in the
water, you’re not going to catch any
fish,” said Borsavage, a member of the
Wrightstown Fire Department since
1982. “We are a perfect fit for about 75
percent of the categories they are look-
ing at. The only thing that isn’t a per-
fect match is our population and our
response numbers.”

Wrightstown has one functioning
fire station that serves about 800 resi-
dents.

The goal of the grant program is to
assist fire departments in building new
or modifying existing stations to help
them enhance their response capabili-
ties.

Borsavage said the program is also
looking to help towns with shovel-ready
projects that have been affected by
unemployment. 

“They’re trying to focus on areas hit
hardest by unemployment so they can
create jobs by the end of the year,” he
said. “Our application looks good, so
hopefully we’ll hear some good news
later this year.”

Fire District plans upset some in Mt. Holly
By Melissa Hayes

Staff writer

mhayes@phillyBurbs.com

MOUNT HOLLY — The Mount
Holly Fire District wants to build a
firehouse on Ashurst Lane.

District officials will present the
plan at a Planning Board meeting
Tuesday scheduled for 7 p.m.

“Our goal is to effectively protect the
health and safety of the public and our
emergency response personnel,” Fire
Commissioner Jason Carty said. “We

have a responsibility to provide our
firefighters with safe, modern facilities
to work in while serving in their mis-
sion of public service.”

The new station would consolidate
firehouses on Pine Street and Union
Street, and house all of the district’s
apparatus in one place. Both firehouses
were built in the late 1800s.

The building would be constructed
on 2.79 acres next to the Hazelhurst-
Ashurst Mansion at the intersection
of Branch Street and Ashurst Lane.
Nearly two acres would remain as
open space.

The plan calls for three drive-
through bays for vehicles, male and
female locker rooms, offices, meeting
and training rooms, a kitchen, and
sleeping quarters. There would also be a
history room that would showcase the
township’s four historic fire companies.

The district is in the process of
applying for federal grants to fund the
construction.

Union Fire Company, which sold its
building on Washington Street but still
holds regular meetings, is contributing
about $300,000 toward the purchase of
the land and engineering costs.

“The Union Fire Company is proud
to be able to assist the Fire District in
this much needed, worthwhile proj-
ect,” said Wayne Gaskill, Union Fire
Company president. “When we sold
our old firehouse, we were hoping to
be able to put the money to good use.
Now it’s a win-win for the firefighters
and taxpayers.”

Gaskill said volunteer firefighters
have served the township for more than
250 years and deserve better facilities.

However, not everyone supports the
project. June Gaskill, no relation to

See PLANS, Page B5
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Amateur ham radio operator Jack Gordon of Tabernacle works the airways inside a trailer in a farmfield off
Emmons Road in Southampton on Sunday during the American Radio Relay League’s Field Day.

In Southampton, 
they’re ‘hamming’ it up
Amateur radio operators
gather to test emergency
response abilities.

By David Maccar
Staff writer

dmaccar@phillyBurbs.com

SOUTHAMPTON — In a
remote field off Emmons Road,
about 10 people camped out
overnight amidst a free-standing
antenna, a generator and tents hous-
ing various types of radio equipment. 

These weren’t members of the
military on a training exercise in the
field, but rather amateur radio opera-
tors participating in an exercise
Saturday and Sunday that is part
training and part contest. 

Local amateur radio operators, or
hams as they are often called, joined
thousands of their comrades around
the country to show off their emer-
gency response capabilities during
the 24-hour American Radio Relay
League’s Field Day. 

During the annual event, ham
radio operators, who are licensed by
the Federal Communications
Commission, practice emergency

preparedness and communication
skills under primitive conditions.

“Radio amateurs from all over the
country have similar set-ups or
maybe they set up in an emergency
operations center or maybe they
operate from home,” said Burlington
County Radio Club member Ray
Haines. “We communicate between
stations. The contest is, now you’re
set up, can you communicate?”

The hams communicated with
fellow amateur radio operators
through a variety of techniques in
order to demonstrate the flexibility
of their equipment and operational
skills as they attempted to contact as
many fellow operators in the United
States and Canada as possible. The
equipment they use can be run off
generators, batteries or even solar
power.

Ham radio operators have provid-
ed critical communications during
unexpected emergencies such as the
California wildfires and Hurricane
Katrina. 

See RADIO, Page B5
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An antenna stands next to a trailer

in which an amateur ham radio is
being operated on Sunday during
Field Day in Southampton.
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Dennis
Weaver
Age: 47
Occupation:
Bindery 
worker at a
printing 
company 
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Maple Shade
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ANTOINETTE M. INGLING
Longtime County Resident

Antoinette M. Ingling (nee
Isgro), of Lumberton Twp.,
passed away June 24, 2009 at
Virtua-Memorial Hospital in Mt.
Holly. She was 92.

Antoinette was born in
Philadelphia, PA and had lived in
Pemberton Twp., Mt. Holly and
for the last eight to ten years she
has lived in Lumberton. She
enjoyed going out to dinner with
her family & friends and loved to
collect teddy bears, but her
biggest love was her family. She
was a loving wife, mother, grand-
mother, sister, sister-in-law and
friend who will be deeply missed
by all.

She is survived by her hus-
band of 58 years George Ingling;
her son Raymond & Donetta
Ingling of Montgomery, Texas;
her granddaughter Jessica; and
her two brothers Joseph & Ruth
Isgro of Maine and Mario & Ethel
Isgro. Antoinette is also survived
by her four sisters-in-law: Mary
Eckart of Mt. Holly, Ann Ingling
of Mt. Holly, Elaine Ingling of
Mt. Laurel and Marna Lee Isgro
of Florida; and by two brothers-
in-law: Charles E. Mudd of
Brandywine, MD and Alvah L.
Eckart Sr. of Hainesport.

Funeral Services will be held
on Tuesday, June 30th at 11AM at
the LEE FUNERAL HOME, 317
High St., Mt. Holly. Relatives and
Friends may visit with the family
Tuesday morning from 10-11AM
at the funeral home. Interment
will follow the service in Brig.
Gen. William C. Doyle’s Veterans
Cemetery in Arneytown.

In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions can be made in memory of
Antoinette to the American

Cancer, Medford Relay for
Life/Team Fight Cancer, 1851
Old Cuthbert Blvd., Cherry Hill,
NJ 08034.
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By Mitch Stacy
Associated Press 

TAMPA, Fla. —Billy Mays,
the burly, bearded television
pitchman whose boisterous
hawking of products such as
Orange Glo and OxiClean made
him a pop-culture icon, has died.
He was 50.

Tampa police said Mays’ wife
found him unresponsive Sunday
morning. A fire rescue crew pro-
nounced him dead at 7:45 a.m. It
was not immediately clear how
he died. He said he was hit on
the head when an airplane he
was on made a rough landing
Saturday, and his wife, Deborah
Mays, told investigators he did-
n’t feel well before he went to
bed about 10 p.m. that night.

There were no signs of a
break-in at the home, and inves-
tigators do not suspect foul play,
said Lt. Brian Dugan of the
Tampa Police Department, who
wouldn’t answer questions about
how Mays’ body was found
because of the ongoing investiga-
tion. The coroner’s office expects
to have an autopsy done by
today.

“Although Billy lived a public
life, we don’t anticipate making
any public statements over the
next couple of days,” Deborah
Mays said in a statement Sunday.
“Our family asks that you
respect our privacy during these
difficult times.”

U.S. Airways confirmed that
Mays was among the passengers
on a flight that made a rough
landing on Saturday afternoon at
Tampa International Airport,
leaving debris on the runway
after apparently blowing its front
tires.

Tampa Bay’s Fox television
affiliate interviewed Mays after-
ward. “All of a sudden as we hit
you know it was just the hardest
hit, all the things from the ceil-
ing started dropping,” MyFox
Tampa Bay quoted him as say-
ing. “It hit me on the head, but I
got a hard head.”

Tampa police spokeswoman
Laura McElroy said linking
Mays’ death to the landing
would “purely be speculation.”
She said Mays’ family members
didn’t report any health issues
with the pitchman, but said he
was due to have hip replacement
surgery in the coming weeks.

Laura Brown, spokeswoman
for the Federal Aviation
Administration, said she did not
know if Mays was wearing his
seat belt on the flight because
the FAA is not investigating his
death.

U.S. Airways spokesman Jim
Olson said there were no reports
of injury due to the landing.

“If local authorities have any
questions for us about yester-
day’s flight, we’ll cooperate fully
with them,” he said.

Born William Mays in
McKees Rocks, Pa., on July 20,
1958, Mays developed his style
demonstrating knives, mops and
other “As Seen on TV” gadgets
on Atlantic City’s boardwalk.
For years he worked as a hired
gun on the state fair and home
show circuits, attracting crowds
with his booming voice and
genial manner.

AJ Khubani, founder and
CEO of “As Seen on TV,” said he
first met Mays in the early 1990s
when Mays was still pitching
one of his early products, the
Shammy absorbent cloth, at a
trade fair. He said he most
recently worked with Mays on
the reality TV show “Pitchmen”

on the Discovery Channel,
which follows Mays and
Anthony Sullivan in their mar-
keting jobs.

“His innovative role and
impact on the growth and wide
acceptance of direct response tel-
evision cannot be overestimated
or easily replaced; he was truly
one of a kind,” Khubani said of
Mays in a statement.

After meeting Orange Glo
International founder Max
Appel at a home show in
Pittsburgh in the mid-1990s,
Mays was recruited to demon-
strate the environmentally
friendly line of cleaning prod-
ucts on the St. Petersburg-based
Home Shopping Network.

Commercials and informer-
cials followed, anchored by the
high-energy Mays showing how
it’s done while tossing out
kitschy phrases like, “Long live
your laundry!”

Sarah Ellerstein worked
closely with Mays when she was
a buyer for the Home Shopping
Network in the 1990s and he was
pitching Orange Glo products.

“Billy was such a sweet guy,
very lovable, very nice, always
smiling, just a great, great guy,”

she said, adding that Mays met
his future wife at the network.
“Everybody thinks because he’s
loud and boisterous on the air
that that’s the way he is, but I
always found him to be a quiet,
down-to-earth person.”

His ubiquitousness and

thumbs-up, in-your-face pitches
won Mays plenty of fans for his
commercials on a wide variety of
products. People lined up at his
personal appearances for auto-
graphed color glossies, and
strangers stopped him in airports
to chat about the products.

Pitchman Billy Mays found dead at Florida home
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CEMETERY MEMORIALS

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

WILL HOPE & SON
521 Washington Ave., Burlington, NJ

Call 609-386-0013.
Granite & Bronze Memorials

E.J. FLIPPEN FUNERAL HOME Elbert J.
Flippen, Mgr., NJ Lic. No. 1958. Cremation
Services, Pre-Arrangements. 453 S. 6th St.,
Camden. 856-966-0969

MAY FUNERAL HOMES Thomas E. May,
Dir. Lic. No. 3072; PA Lic. No. 011885L.

Pre-arrangements: 1001 S. 4th St., Camden;
45 Pine St., Willingboro; 4522 Westfield Ave.,

Pennsauken. 1-800-255-0494

W.R WOODY FUNERAL HOME
Timothy L. Hutton, Sr., Manager, NJ Lic.

No. 4705. A Black-owned funeral  home
serving Burlington Co, 465 High St.,

Burlington, 609-386-1834

JIM DAMASKE/ASSOCIATED PRESS
Pitchman Billy Mays fires a burst of bugs at a windshield while film-
ing an infomercial for a new windshield wiper blade earlier this month
in Safety Harbor, Fla. Mays, a pop-culture icon, died Sunday at 50.

MARGARET J. BROCKSON
MT. LAUREL, NJ RESIDENT

Margaret J. Brockson (nee Norton),
on June 27, 2009, age 63,  of Mt.
Laurel, NJ.

Mass of Christian Burial Wed.
10:30 am at St. John Neumann
Church, 560 Walton Ave. Mt. Laurel,
NJ. Viewing 8:30 - 10:00 am at the
Lewis Funeral Home, 78 E. Main
St., Moorestown, NJ. Interment
Resurrection Cemetery, Bensalem,
PA.

In lieu of Flowers contributions to
the Jefferson Foundation, Attn: Dr.
David Andrews, 925 Chestnut St.
Suite 110, Phila, Pa. 19107.

MARGARET J. BROCKSON
Mt. Laurel, NJ 

ANTOINETTE M. INGLING
Longtime County Resident

Death notice
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owns the three acres around the
house as open space and is restor-
ing the building. 

Weaver, who is now researching
old county school systems, said he
thinks preservation is important. 

“Things change but they don’t
necessarily improve, and also it’s
interesting to see how things were
very different — and it wasn’t too
long ago that they were different,”
he said. 

As for his house, Weaver was
right. The Lippincott Avenue bun-
galow actually dated back to 1925.

“I knew they were wrong
because I had a bathtub that said
1924, and a neighbor that moved in
to her house in 1927 told me my
house was already there,” he said. 

Since then, he has researched all
the subdivisions in Maple Shade
and traced their histories back to
when they were farms. Weaver also
maintains a township history Web
site, http://mysite.verizon.net/dens-
door/. 

“Yep, I’ve got Maple Shade pret-
ty much understood,” he said. 

Weaver
Continued from Page B1

Wayne Gaskill, lives adjacent to
the proposed site and opposes it.

She is circulating a petition
and said several neighbors have
signed it. She said they are not
opposed to a new firehouse but
don’t think it belongs in their
neighborhood.

Gaskill also said the
Hazelhurst-Ashurst Mansion
property, which would be subdi-
vided to make way for the fire-
house, has historic value and is
believed to have been a stop on
the Underground Railroad.

She said the Fire District
should renovate and expand the
historic Relief Firehouse on
Pine Street.

“Why not help renovate the

oldest fire company in the
United States and keep it open
and active?” she asked.

Carty said the Relief Fire
Company owns its building and
can remain active, as the Union
Fire Company has.

He said that several sites
were considered during the
three-year planning period and
that traffic studies concluded
that the Relief station was not a
good location. The property is
also in a flood plain.

Carty said the Fire District
distributed nearly 100 fliers and
held an information session
Thursday to detail plans for the
new station and explain the
location. However, only two res-
idents attended.

“People are against this proj-
ect without even looking at it,”
he said. “They haven’t seen the
site plans or artist’s rendering.”

Plans
Continued from Page B1

Representatives from the Mount Holly Fire District will present
plans for a proposed firehouse (artist’s rendering above) on Ashurst
Lane to the township's Joint Land Use Board Tuesday night. The dis-
trict is seeking federal stimulus funds for the project.

PETE PICKNALLY / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Amateur ham radio operator Hugh Poling, of Burlington Township,
works the airways inside a tent in a farmfield off Emmons Road in
Southampton during the annual Field Day.

Earth’s atmosphere to bounce sig-
nals around the world. 

“I listened to one of the bands
today and I’m hearing Florida
and Michigan and Ohio and just
a little while ago, I head some

real strong stations from
California,” Haines said. “Our
high-frequency and ultra-high
frequency equipment sometimes
punch through and we can talk to
the International Space Station.”

Gale Storm, star of 1950s TV, dies at 87
By Bob Thomas
Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Gale
Storm, whose wholesome
appearance and perky personali-
ty made her one of early televi-
sion’s biggest stars on “My
Little Margie” and “The Gale
Storm Show,” has died at age 87.

Storm, who had been in fail-
ing health in recent years, died
Saturday at a convalescent hos-
pital in Danville, said her son,
Peter Bonnell.

Before landing the starring
role in “My Little Margie” in
1952, Storm appeared in numer-
ous B movies opposite such stars
as Roy Rogers, Eddie Albert and
Jackie Cooper. After her last TV
series, “The Gale Storm Show,”
ended in 1960 she went on to a
successful singing career while
continuing to make occasional
TV appearances.

Storm was a Texas high
schooler named Josephine
Owaissa Cottle when she entered
a talent contest for a radio show
called “Gateway to Hollywood”
in 1940. She was brought to Los
Angeles for the finals, where her
wholesome vivacity won over
the radio audience and she was
awarded a movie contract.

The contest’s male winner
was a lanky would-be actor
named Lee Bonnell, who would
later become her husband.

Given the quirky name Gale

Storm, she went from contracts
with RKO to Monogram to
Universal, appearing in such
low-budget films as “Where Are
Your Children?” with Cooper
and “Tom Brown’s School Days”
with Freddie Bartholomew.

She was often cast in west-
erns as the girl the cowboy left
behind, and appeared in such B-
movie oaters as “The Dude Goes
West” with Albert, “The Kid
from Texas” with Audie Murphy
and “The Texas Rangers” with
George Montgomery.

“I was really scared of hors-
es,” she admitted in 2000. “I
only rode them because that’s
what you had to do.”

She appeared in three
Republic westerns with Rogers

and recalled that his horse
Trigger did what he could to
cause her trouble. As she would
smile and ride alongside Rogers
while the king of the cowboys
crooned a song, Trigger (out of
camera range) would lean over
and bite her horse’s neck.

With her movie roles dimin-
ishing in the early 1950s, Storm
followed the path of many fad-
ing movie stars of the day and
moved on to television.

“My Little Margie” debuted
on CBS as a summer replace-
ment for “I Love Lucy” in
1952. It quickly became an
audience favorite and moved to

its own slot on NBC that fall.
The premise was standard

sitcom fare: Charles Farrell was
a business executive and eligible
widower, Storm was his busy-
body daughter who protected
him from predatory women.

The year after “My Little
Margie” ended its 126-episode
run in 1955, she moved on to
“The Gale Storm Show” (also
known as “Oh! Susanna”) which
lasted until 1960. This time she
played Susanna Pomeroy, a trou-
ble-making social director on a
luxury liner.

Storm, who had taken vocal
lessons, sang on her second
series, and three of her records
became best sellers: “I Hear You
Knocking,” “Teenage Prayer”
and “Dark Moon.”

She appeared sporadically on

TV after “The Gale Storm
Show,” guest starring on such
programs as “Burke’s Law,”
“The Love Boat” and “Murder,
She Wrote.”

She appeared in musicals,
however, including Gian Carlo
Menotti’s “The Old Maid and
the Thief ” at the Los Angeles
Conservatory of Music. Other
stage credits included
“Unsinkable Molly Brown” (as
the title character), “South
Pacific” and “Finian’s Rainbow.”

Although Storm had not
acted in years, Peter Bonnell
said his mother enjoyed keeping
in touch with fans and had
known many of them for years.

Her fans were surprised to
read in her 1980 autobiography,
“I Ain’t Down Yet,” that she was
an alcoholic. “I had hidden it
socially, never drank before a
performance,” she said. After
being treated in three hospitals,
she found one that helped her
break the habit. On her Web
site, she credited Bonnell, her
husband of 45 years, with help-
ing her survive that dark period.

Born April 5, 1922, in
Bloomington, Texas, Storm was
only 13 months old when her
father died. Her mother support-
ed five children by taking in
sewing.

Storm’s first husband died in
1987, and the following year she
married former TV executive
Paul Masterson. 

Gale Storm
actress was also successful

singer

“Like with Katrina, hams
were able to go in and set up
and operate when even the
military couldn’t operate,
because the military has opera-
tors and the military has tech-
nical people. Hams are both
and they’re flexible,” Haines
said. “We can take this equip-
ment, because we practiced it
here, and set it up anyplace,
literally anywhere, and talk to
the world.” 

As with many things, tech-
nology has changed amateur
radio equipment over the
years, morphing what was
once heavy, burdensome
equipment into some devices
that can be clipped on one’s
belt, but the essential purpose
has remained the same: point-
to-point communication, often
long-range, that doesn’t
depend on wires or the
Internet.

Club member Frank
Huminski of Edgewater Park
said he’s been a ham since he
built his first radio on his own
in 1959 and has seen the pro-
gression of the technology. 

“For the first 35 or 40 years
all the radios I used, I built,”
Huminski said. “I took the
soldering iron and assembled
them, but reasonably, because
the technology has evolved so
much ... the best radios are
really not something you can
build yourself ... so we’ve grad-
uated so to speak. The radios
when I first started were two
separate pieces, the transmitter
and a receiver. The transmitter
weighed 80 pounds and was
about the size of (a two-han-
dled cooler). The receiver was

two-thirds that size and
weighed 40 pounds. The radio
I have now is about a tenth
that size and is a transmitter
and receiver with more capa-
bilities and it weighs 5
pounds.”

Huminski said the group in
Southampton was able to con-
tact nearly every state as well
as most of the provinces in
Canada.

“And that’s just using a
generator and stuff that we just
strung up,” he said. “The prac-
tice is another thing I enjoy.
To get out here and know that
everything’s working, it’s nice
to know.”

Some hams use voice trans-
mission to communicate,
while others use other signal-
ing methods or digital compo-
nents. 

Huminski said he prefers
using the ever-reliable Morse
code. 

“I can send and receive 35
words a minute in Morse code.
I enjoy it. Not everybody does.
We can also send and receive
what is basically teletype,” he
said.

Huminski said the club
once did a demonstration at
the Boy Scouts of America
headquarters in Westampton
and rigged a computer up to
radio equipment to send
instant messages of text over
the radio waves. 

“There are several methods
for doing that. Instead of using
the Internet, you send it
directly to someone else who
has the same set up,” he said.
“It was just an operation like
this ... and we were sending
text messages to France,
England, Italy, Germany.” 

Haines said some ham
equipment can have extremely
impressive range, using the

Radio
Continued from Page B1
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